


HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION IN THE PHILIPPINES

• Before the Architects Profession, architects where 

embodied by the “Maestro de Obras” (Master 

Builders) who were responsible for the design , 

construction and supervision of erection of structures.

• First form of architecture education in  the Philippines 

during the 18th Century was the Escuela Practica and 

Profesional de Artes y Oficios de Manila which was 
established by the Spanish Government in 1890



HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION IN THE PHILIPPINES

• In 1900 Liceo de Manila a private school granted 

academic title of “Maestro de Obras” and the first 
professional organization of architects, engineers, and 

surveyors were founded in1904  known as the 

Academia de Arquitecture y Agrimensura de 
Filipinas”.

• In 1903, the Insular government sent scholars to the 

United States to study Architecture in US universities 

under the “Pensionado Program”.



HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE EDUCATION IN THE PHILIPPINES

• In 1930 the first Bachelor Program for Architecture was 

opened by the Mapua Institute of Technology and in 

1931 The University of Santo Tomas followed, both 
offering a 5 year program for Architecture

• The 4 year program ran until 1966 and in 1967 a new 5 

year program (210 units ) was adapted.

• In 19.   the Commission on Higher Education (CHED) 

was formed to harmonizes all tertiary education in the 

country.



• In 1977 the COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION 

(Ched) issued a Memorandum Order no. 61 Series of 

1977 entitled , POLICIES , STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES 

FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ARCHITECTURE (BS 

ARCH)

• In 2017, CHED Memorandum Order No. 61 Series of 

2017 was issued repealing the 1977 memorandum  

• All Architecture Schools in the Philippines follow the 

CHED Memorandum No. 61, hence the curriculum is 

the same for all architecture schools nationwide.



CLASSIFICATION/FIELD/COURSE TOTAL NO. OF HOURS TOTAL 

NO. OF 

UNITS
LECTURE LAB/STUDIO

I. TECHNICAL COURSES

   A. MATHEMATICS 5 5

    B. Basic Engineering Courses 17 3 18

    C. Allied Courses 5 21 12

    D. Professional Courses 70 111 111

    F. Specialization Courses 9 0 0

TOTAL (Technical Courses) 109 135 155



CLASSIFICATION/FIELD/COURSE TOTAL NO. OF HOURS TOTAL 

NO. OF 

UNITS
LECTURE LAB/STUDIO

II. NON- TECHNICAL COURSES 

  A. General Education Core Courses 24 0 24

  B. General Education Elective 

       Courses

9 0 9

  C. Mandatory Subjects 3 0 3

TOTAL 36 36



CLASSIFICATION/FIELD/COURSE Total No. of Hours Total No. 

of UnitsLecture Lab/Studio

I. TECHNICAL COURSES

Mathematics

Solid Mensuration 2 0 2

Differential and Integral Calculus 3 0 3

Sub-Total 5 0 5



B. Basic Engineering Courses

Statistics of Rigid Bodies 3 0 3

Strength of Materials 3 0 3

Theory of Structures 3 0 3

Steel and Timber Design 3 0 3

Architectural Structures 3 0 3

Surveying 2 3 3

Sub-Total 17 3 18



C. Allied Courses

Architectural Visual Communication 1 –

Graphics 1 (freehand drawing using pencil)

1 6 3

Architectural Visual Communication 2 –

Visual Techniques 1 (freehand drawing using 

ink , watercolor and others

1 3 2

Architectural Visual Communication3 –

Graphics 2

1 6 3

Architectural Visual Communication 4 –

Visual Techniques 2

1 3 2

Architectural Visual Communication 5 –

Visual Techniques 3

1 3 2

Sub-Total 5 21 12



D. Professional Courses

Architectural Design 1 – Introduction to 

Design (segmental Planning)

1 3 2

Architectural Design 2 – Creative Design 

Fundamentals (1 – 2 storey structure)

1 3 2

Architectural Design 3 – Creative Design in

Architectural Interiors (

1 6 3

Architectural Design 4 – Space Planning 1 1 6 3

Architectural Design 5 – Space Planning 2 1 9 4

Architectural Design 6 – Site Development 

Planning and Landscaping

1 9 4



Architectural Design 7 – Community 

Architecture and Urban Design

1 12 5

Architectural Design 8 – Design of 

Complex Structures

1 12 5

Architectural Design 9 – Thesis Research

Writing

1 12 5

Architectural Design 10 – Thesis Research 

Application

1 12 5

Architectural Interiors 1 1 2

Theory of Architecture 1 1 1 2

Theory of Architecture 2 2 0 2



Building Technology 1 – Building Materials 3 0 3

Building Technology 2 – Construction 

Drawing s in Wood, Steel and Concrete (1 

Storey Building)

2 3 3

Building Technology 3 – Construction 

Drawings in Wood, Steel and Concrete (2 

Storey Building)

2 3 3

Building Technology 4 – Specification 

Writing and Quantity Surveying

2 3 3

Building Technology 5 – Alternative 

Building Construction Systems

2 3 3

Building Utilities 1 (BU 1) – Plumbing and 

Sanitary Systems

2 1 3

Building Utilities 2 (BU 2) – Electrical, 

Electronics and Mechanical Systems

2 1 3



Building Utilities 3 (BU 3) – Acoustics and 

Lighting Systems

2 1 3

History of Architecture 1 2 0 2

History of Architecture 2 2 0 2

History of Architecture 3 2 0 2

History of Architecture 4 2 0 2

Professional Practice 1 (Laws Affecting the 

Practice of Architecture)

3 0 3

Professional Practice 2 (Administering the 

Regular Services of the Architecture)

3 0 3



Professional Practice 3 (Global Practice 

for the 21st Century)

3 0 3

Planning 1 – Ste Planning and Landscape 

Architecture

3 0 3

Planning 2 – Fundamentals of Urban 

Design and Community Architecture

3 0 3

Planning 3 – Introduction to Urban and 

Regional Planning

3 0 3

Computer-Aided Design & Drafting for 

Architecture 1

1 3 2

Computer-Aided Design & Drafting for 

Architecture 2 / BIM

1 3 2

Research Methods for Architecture 3 0 3



Tropical Design 2 0 2

Housing 2 0 2

Business Management & Application for

Architecture 1

3 0 3

Business Management & Application for 

Architecture 2

3 0 3

Sub-Total 70 111 111



F. Specialization Courses

Specialization 1 3 0 3

Specialization 2 3 0 3

Specialization 3 3 0 3

Sub-Total 9 0 9

TOTAL (Technical Courses) 109 135 155
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• After the  5 Year Program , the Title  BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 

ARCHITECTURE  (B.S. IN ARCHITECTURE) is bestowed upon the 

graduate. 

• A 2-year Apprenticeship Program (3,840 hours) under a registered 

license architect must be completed to qualify the graduate to 

the Licensure Examination for Architects (LEAs)

• The Apprenticeship Program is recorded in a Logbook on 

Diversified Experience  in Architecture  (UAP DOC. 210) which is 

produce by the United Architects of the Philippines.
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• Commission on Higher Education (CHED) (government)

• Technical panel

• 1 architect in the academe, 

• 1 architect from the Professional Organization

• 1 architect from the Board of Architecture

• 1 architect in the Practice

• Accreditation

• Identifies Centers of Excellence (COE)  & Center of 

Development (COD)

• Philippine Association of Colleges and Universities Commission 

on Accreditation (PACUCOA) private

• Philippine Accrediting Association of Schools, Colleges and 

Universities (PAASCU) private



• 94 Architecture Schools in the Philippines *

• 2 Licensure Examination every year

• 1,700 + new architects pass every examinations*




